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PHESIIENT'S MESSAGE

?oo few people have *iscovered ttre beauty of $iberian irises and
m€,ny that have are unfanlliar with the newer ones. the d:lfference
between the new Siberians and the older ones is a}nost as great as
the o1d itiploid TBts and the beautiful new tetraploids. rDewfuLt

is a med:j-um to dark blue Siberian deveLoped by Ih^, MaeGarvey. It
has wide flaring fal.ls and very wj.de standards. the foliage is
dark green and upright. tDelrfult would be a welcorne addition to
arqroners garden. Siberians have exceptional Landscape value.

Oetober ls time for the Annual meeting and banquet. Itt the past
this reeting has been used to present a yearly summary of the act-
ivitieo of the kio Society. lrle r.ril1 try to adhere to thiE practic<:
and have a brief report for you.

hle are extremely fortunate to have Mr. Art Nelson, Edltor of the
Brrlletin of the Amerlcan ft{.s S<lclety for our guest speaker. I
urge aJ.I to attend this banquet and bring ;i'our friends. I particu-'
1arly urge our ua$y new members to attend sirce it is at this meet-
ing that 1,ou ui'l-] get a good background of the Tvr5n City Iris Soc-
ietyts aetivitLes. It ls also a good opportr:nity to beccnre acquaint
ed r+ith the Arrerican Irls Soclety since Art Nelson will undoubtedl;
give us some insights into that organj.zation.

Your iris seede ean be planted anybfure now. Some hylridizers 1i-ke
to plant thern in rows dlreetly in the garden, others Like to plant
them in pots and sirtk the pnts 5n hotbeds for better control of
seeds wtrich do not ger:n:inate the first trreare lnltratever your method
seeds should now be planted.

We hope to see you all Thursday, October 15th at the $r,riss Chalet
on Miracl" 

|i].e. 
Let's make our attendan**Tffl;i.ffi;ffi#t

cAtI EOR LoLo, $.IOilUAI" I4IqIING

Dr. J. Arthur Nelson of Onaha, Nebraska, the distingu5-shed edj-tor
of the Balletin of the American lrls Society, riLL be the guest
speaker at the anrrual- dinner rneeting of the 1\r5n Clty lris Society
thursday, October 1J, at 6;30 FM, the place rriJ.l be the Suriss
Clral-et Buffet, 52Ol- Excelsior Blvd., Mlaneapolis, and the cost wi"1l
be $3.50. Reservations should be made wi-th Mrs. W.G. Sindtr436-?901
or Mrs. Gl-enn Hanson, 561-Ul.+8, by Monday, Oetober 12.

Dn. NeLsonts llfe uork has been in the fieLd of Edrcation. He is
the retired princlpai. of Central High SchooL in Gnaha and past
president of the Nebnaska Educati.on Association. In the &nertcan
Iris Soclety Dr. Ne1son has been on the Board of Dkectors for
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i2 years and servecl as editor of the Brrlletin of that organization. He j"s also the
Begistrar for new jltroductions and chairman of the /iwards Commlttee"
Members of the lkin Clty lris Scciety are urged to take advantage of the opportr:nity
to hear one of our better lonoun and loved irisarians and to bring guests. We art:
pleased that ],Irs" Nelson'wi11 acccmnpan5rher husbandn i,IAKE.YOUR RESERVATION NOU,

- Charlotte Si:rdt

between hybrid seeds (even from the sarne pod) there i-s great variabili.ty in the
period between planting and germination. (Some seeds do not sprout until the thj-rd
],,ear). Ttre i:np1-icati-on is that genetic .mles apply to dormancy trai-ts just as they
do to color traits. Thus, speeies seeds might be expected to sprout uniformly - and
to come rtt::trer to the color of their parents - while hybrid seeds are variable in
sproutilg tlne and may not show coloring of either parent,

CTIMATIC DITA

We all wonder how our irises prog"ess beneath the cover of snow and ice of the w'jnter
se&sono Coneealed as thetr4'are from sight and subject to the vagaries of, thi.s climate,
lt is of great importance to consider wi-nter hardiness iJr sele-ting varieties.

The life processes that carry a rhizome through this period cannot be entireLy at
rest. Perhaps this is the most logical reason for covering the cultivars we grow.
The insulating value of the cover we provS-de can best be illusbrated with the tables
that follow. Winter variation of soil terperature has always surprised me. Ihese
tables show air and soil tempere"tures for the years 1967-65 - open wjnter w:ith onJ.y
natural snow cover or bare soi1.

9"" a{{g{_1glon1g&}9Lr relat:;-.re [o a discussion that developed at ihe last meeting
rd:ing the rate of germina,tion of i-ris seeds - the fol1o-wing is reprinted from
the SPURIA NEVfSIETTER, JuIy 1-96) "- - - Ithoto at left (see facsirnile

I I L c,rawjng) taten in the Editorts
, 1 ,t | ! ; gtrden, showsaplarrterbox

\l I li i J l, whichhasbeenpanrtioneCoff
\,\1,1 \ i!l jt 

'ii,',jntoseparaiesbctions.seeds

\\\r#/i .i 
ryNffE *i ffifi#fiffiul:i#*il

: \l,ttil#i. 't
N,ffrW'iI't I

,*-'- ";_:::, I of any or,* Lgu"i"u.
si-tuation contrasts r,,rith the fact - Imol'm to hybridizers thm e:cperience - th at

Ai-r temp.

Soil temp.
(6 ', depth

Bare soil with
natural snow

cover )
Soraetime during the spring, the orderliless of nature causes plant nutrition to re-
sum.e; apical groltrbh of the plant meristem shows through the soil, and f1oral inLtia-
tlon is brought about uith the longer days. It is at this tirne that we are rewarded

]767
Oct Nov

Max. 84 60
Mi-n. 19 l+

Lg67
Oct Nov

Max, 5l+ 43
Mi-n. 36 27

196s
Dec Jan
4S 40*22 *20

L968
De c Jan
31 2A
1l+ O

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept.
39 82 8? 85 8g g0 85 81

-14 6 21, 2L 46 47 46 32

Feb l,lar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept
2t+ t+5 5!* 63 94 9l+ 100 88
h 19 28 40 t+g 50 53 ht

f or last falI t s work in coverj-rrg o - Waruen Johnson



VICE PNESIUENT AI{D HIS IAI'T FEcETVED BY NOYAITYg
by Ed Ho1-loway

The afternoon was a shinS-ng exanple of golden suffirr€r which was being thoroughly enjoy-
ed by the writer. The temperature was firmly entrenched at the p$ degree 1ine, de-
scribed as th,riltingtt by my lady Agneso $ie was not complaining, for she was enjoying
the eoi.mtryside and its variety show of plant and bird life. The area boasted popula-
tions of quail, robi:rs, catbirds, thnrsh, wrens, cardinals, killdeer, 1ark, and a
host of others. I mentally noted with a touch of alarm the nrarked scarcity of the
beautlful bluebird of my boy&ood days. The songs and call notes of all, seenlngly
faithfully recorded, were constantl-y being repro&rced ln remarkable clarity by a
talented irnpressionist ca11ed the mockingbi-rd.

We were driving west of the Kentucky border on the eastern side of the coalfields of
southeni ll1inois, tr;rirlg one of my infamous ,fshor.b cutstt cross country. But-,rSuccess
will come to him who waitstt, anC we arrived at a neat white frame house on $cotsboro
Rd i.:: Mari-on, Illinoi-sr the home of WJ and Georgi-a Murphy Hj-nkJ-e" Daylilies blooming
in profusion and each clarnoring for attention, sesned to sayttlnlelcome, NeighborlttWe
hrere Sreeted at the door by Mrs. HilkJ-e, who jrnmedj.ately invited us i:r, rutJ-nding us
her name was C.eorgia. Mr. Hjnkle (Jess) was recouperating from an iJ.lness and could
not visi.t vrith us in the garden, but he was a Gallant host, showi-ng us the rlany honors
they had won jrr ttre kis World.

trrlhen }[rs. Hinkle invited us to see her garden, we accepted with eagerness" Her iris
plantj:rg entrance is franed with daylilies, eneircled vrith a fence, and accented by
beautiful m.agnolla trees. The irises showed every evidence of tender loving care. Ste
graciously offered us lann chairs in the shade, overlooking her garden. I studied
thls slender chami-ng rryoung" lady of si:rty five years (there Miss Georgia, your sec-
ret j-s outl) as she sniled, and found myself thinking of one of her flower children
called rEvet. She spoke with the soothing dj-alect of the Kentucky/Tennessee area, so
famillar to me and my forebearers(reminding me of another of her creatj-ons, rKentucky
HiILst.) She entertained us royaJ-ly, sharing many facets of garden lore and hybridiz-
i-ng e4perience. She is an apostle of trlirle breedingrr and advised me not to allotr
frother peoplets dogs jn my gardenrt. This ga1 should Imowt Stre has thirty five intro-

'dr:ctions (and five more to be jntrodrrced)-- produced in twenty years of effort. (f
found myself thinking of how nuch I was mlssing by not havSng this grand couple as
nei-ghbors. fhink of the many things I could learn from themJ ) She infonned us that
health problerns have forced thern to re&rce the sj-ze of their operation to less than
orie third of their original garden space. Sre spoke fondly of a young tnetn naroed
Stephen Poole who is infected with Hybridizing Fever, and is attempting to earry on
her.work with the blues as she contjnues with her pink line breeding. She promises
that the Iris Wor1d will- recognlze thi-s young man ig the Jrears to csme. The conversa-
tion ranged from mutual acquaintences, hybrS-d:l-zing, culture, photography in the Wildrs
Gardens, her own creations, md the A.I.S. As we rose to leave she presented us w"ith
ttA gift of remernberancetr, her tGentjan Ebudel. It is now growing proudly jn our
garden, a much treasured possession.

i am ignorant of the many namea registered with the arehives of our A.I.S. and do not
lmow i-f what I am about to propose would be valid, but I would enjoy seeing some hy-
bridizer (Ioca1 or AIS) narne a worthy i-ris tQueen of Egyptt jn her honor. This may
not make sense to many of 5ncu, bub I am fllre Miss Georgia would iscow and understand,
for I mentioned this to her by telephone. Her sm:ile came baek over the wire in her
voice, ttYou rqnsnberl this area of Tl]inoi-s is larown as Little F€yptt,. I wonder if
scrne enterpnising iniLiv:id:al w:tl1 pick up the idea? I thjnk of the alarmjng nunber of
leaders and hybridizers lost to our lris World in the few short years since I became
interested jn the iris society. Ttris brings a word of adnonitj-on. Listen, and learn
from those with Jrears of e:rperience, as well as search for new la:owledgei and as our
senior members must eventually lay down thej-r worki-ng tooIs, the younger generatj-on
rust be ready to pick them up and carry or";. There is stiLJ- much work to doo

t



MEDIAN CCI'MSITS
By }{aybe11e Wnight

Again this year my early things added over three weeks of exbra pleasure to my
iris season. Although I ori-gi-nally planted thern to use for breeding in the hope of
getting better sj-zed BBs, I contj-nue to grow them because I ljke them" Most of them
bloomed on huge c}rnps across the length of ny 110 foot-long mai:r bed and it reaI_ly
was a sight, The SIts and IB seedlings f blocrned were also enjoyable bacause I had
time to evaluate each one. I highly recormend planting irises in as many classes as
poss5-ble both for pleasure and to help us become better aI]-round j-rj-sarians and
iris judges.

The following are brief notes I made on some of them; if no comnent on fertjlity, I
didntt try SIE breeding them"tftrchia Gemt - startling bnight fuchia with darker
spot, nj-ce if you like the color. tlrish Lilt t - creamy white stands and rea11y
green faI1s, nice, No luck either way, tGingerbread Mant - lhj-s is great. Ihe beard
isntt blue here but bright violet - gorgeous. Pollen is veryfertile. rRrrsset Dctr-
a niee spot pattern that isntt russet here, but ni-ce anyv'rayr rBlueberry Muffinsr -
another nice one wi-th blue or violet beard. tLittle Blackfoot t - s darlSng little
black frcrn the purple side. tLenna M.t - pi.nk stands, buff spot on pink faIls, a
bit large and a rampant grower. The po]-len is r,.ri1dly fertile on everSrbhing (we1I
almost) in aIL classes, and it lri1l pod, at least it did for a bee. rsnow ELf t - A

crear.y whlte with a few greenish marklngs and surprisingly w'ide fa1Is. tSparkling
Cloudt - a blend of tan and blue with r,ride falIs, a bit large but nice. rD*rk Sparkl
a nice purple with a darker spot. Makes a 1ove1y chmp" rFine Printt - A nice clean
lightly marked p1ic, blue on white" tFoot l$oter - a J.itt1e large for this class, but
the best f tve seen of its t5rpe. tsky Babyr - g beautiful sky blue of niee form and
siae, but Itve had no luck with it as a parent. rArrangementr - a strange Llttle
flower with antique gold stands and broun fa11s. Amangers love it" tBlfin Antiquet
odd but interesting brownish b1end. tMeadow Mosst - strange and lovely IlttIe
flower w'ith a nice blue beard, produced a pod from two tries. tJust Sot - A mass of
neat looking crearn-colored flowers with yellornr spots. tRoyal Fairyt - a fine deep
purple with almost v,rtrj-te beard. tC.olden Fairt - one of the older ones but stiJ-l one
of the most attractive elrrnps jn the garden. Set bee pods. rC?rerry Gardenr - cham-
ing bing cherry color with matehing beard, Very fertile both ways. rl.i-ttle tranet
white with ye1Iow spot, one of the cleanest-looking SIEs in the garden" rBariar -
old now but a light yelIor,rr mass of bloom and fragrant. tPink Cushionr - A ni-ce
Iittle pink w:ith quite good form and surprisingly wide fa1Is for one of the fj-rst
pilk SlEs.

IBtlittle Bit Bluet - veryni-ce in light bluewith a deeperblue spot. Not afast
grower here, but it renains healthy. rl,iJ*liplnkput I - puts on a fine show every
year, a mass of apricot-or,:nge bloom over a long period. Itve had no trouble podding
it and have bloomed som.e nice seedli:rgs from it in both pink and yellow. rPj:cie
Skiest - a nice flower and a fine splash of blue as a c}:rnp. rProper Lemonr - grow-
i-ng nexb to rPi:cie Skiest and tMaroon Caperr, its refreshingly elear lemon yellow
contrasts beautifully with its neighbors. rMaroon Caperr - a beautiful- dark red-
purple, a rarnpant grower and a sure wi::ner at the early show. rl,i-tt1e Angelt -
delightful sn"ell-flowered white, fine proportions. I have never rnanaged to prodr:ce
seed from it, but this year a bee proved it possible. rCloud Fluffr - err old white,
but stiII nice and one of the most prolifie bloomers. tlight Cavalryr - the best
red IB lrve seen and it bloomed well into TB season. tGadgetr - & nice shade of
red-vi-o1et w"ith a beautiful beard, but too narrow by todayts standards. tJune Promr
the best IB Itve seen. I ordered it jswrediately when f saw it in A1tats gardenr1958.
tRose Harmonyt - a love1y shade of rose with a deeper spot, but unfortunately the
flower was too large here. tnruumer Boyt - sti1I one of my favorites j-rr light blue
with rays of darker blue around the beard.

h



(Contt - I4edian Comments)

tBarbit - 1ove1y friIly yeIlow, nice in a c}.mp and has given me some nice seedlings.
tBee Bopt - s good blue amoena with oval falls andnice pi'oportion. rPreambler -
clean-looking lavender and white plleata-arnoena. tHappy Moodr - lavender and white,
the best IB plic Irve seen. tBrovrnie Trouper - & rather nondescript brovm of nice
proportion. rKiss Me Kater - refreshing greenish white u"ith blue border on the falls"
Thls year in good proporti-on. Someti'nes the flower j.s too 1arge. tGalaxqrr - s subtle
blend of blues with a light blue beard, very nice and a good grower. tC\rtier - a nice
whi-te with blue raysr tSing Againt - very nice clear yel-low bi-tone, good proportion.
Podded by t$na[ Favorr. rSea Patrplr - beautiful wide mediurn blue with texture
veining.

BBttrittle fuder - a blue of fine proporLion and very pleasing in the garden as wel-l as
being a fune pollen parent. t],ittle b]-lyt - has the fjaest pink color of any BB Irve
seen, but the fl-ower gets too large here and form is poor. rHigh Hopest - after four
or five years it final-ly bloomed and formed a nice c}:mp of ruffled gold bloom.tlittle Lynnt - a very nice 1lttle pink that keeps its perfect BB size. No pollen,
but I have 12 pods on it this year; prodtrces snall pinks. rLace Valentine t - a very
nice frilly pale pink that keeps its good BB proportions. No poIIen, but, pods easily
and produces nice snall- pinks. thrffled Cher:ubr - (not introduced yet) ruffled white
with 5re11ow beard, exbra heavy substance and very fine formr pod fertile. A bit taller
than rMiss h:ffIest. rChoeoletot - Nice brovn:'co1or, fine proportion, but too narrow
by todayrs standards. tPagodat - very staI} j:r all proportions, i.:rtense apri-cot pink
with a heavy tangerine beard; perky. Some nice seedlings from it by tYel-Iow kesdenr"
rJungle Shadowsr - s strange blend of greys and bror^ms, good proportion, always grows
welI. My husband ca11s it the 'rHippytr iris. tlittle nebt,- odd plic w'ith purple stands
white faIls bordered purpJ.e and brown hafts, always grows we3-1, good proportions.
Some nice smal l seedlir:gs frcrn it by tBlue Petticoats t. tGlacj-er Bayt - a nj-ce clean
blue andwhite amoena, gnows weIl, good proportion, tBlue Mi-ILerr - & beautiful liglt
blue flower with striking dark blue beard; flower gets too large here for BB but I
crossed it with tTfuunie Too t because of that gorgeous beard. tTimnie Toor - dark blue
with deeper blue beard, nice and always stays BB. Fertile both ways. 'Little Markr -
nice little plic with different colori.::g, red violet on white, tFrenchit - pinkish
lavender stands, velvety purple fa'11" and heavy tangeri-ne beard, very attraetive and
keeps its good BB size and proportion. tYellow kesdent - s loveIy frothy yellow,
certai.nly not BB size here, but has given me sorne of ny best snall thlngs. rh.rk
Topiet - the most intense velvety black Irve seen j.n BB, with antique gold beard.
tBridets Pearlst - lovely little pearly whlte with lace, keeps 5-ts good size and
proportion. tPink h,rlingt - very flared pi-nk with heavy red beard, nice. Flower a
bi-t large for height as it grous here. tBotany Bayt - medium blue w'ith nice flower,
fine staIk, and above all good proporbion. f like lt. tCrystal Bayt - whj-te with bl.ue
border on faIls, the stands crinkle in the manner of tEaster Holi-dayt, fine proporti-on
tHai:r Poolt - real qualityJ A. Iovely ice blue that has not only very firre form, but
an almost perfect stalk and fine proportion. rMj-ss Rrfflest - stays sna1l and jn
proportion and prrvides a r.asa of blue nrffles for about three weeks, the most
satisfying parent I have ever used; fifty pods on it last year. Pol1en somewhat
fertife. tCarni-val Glassr - very lovely and live1y blend of brouns, reds, and copper,
a nice flower i-n good proporbion to the plant. rPebblest -'on a one Srear plant it was
a very charming, sna11, ruffled blue reverse bitone; however, I have seen it elsei"rhere
when it was.too large for the cIass. t$nall Favort - not a finished flower, but a
good approaeh to a pink amoena. I have two pods by tSing Againt. AIso po11en fertile.
rO1ive Coctail't - golds and brovms blend to prodrree an e:rotlc effect; you either 1i-ke
it or you donrt. Proportion was good on a one ;rcar p1ant.

I? IS TI]YIE TO PI,ANT YOUR IRIS SffiDS
5



- re-printed with permlssion from RECION 12 $ABBOOK 1969

A TI,AUNTING FRAGRANCE
by Gladys Reynolds

The perfurne that we consider uniquel-y IRIS, distinetive and deIj-cious, comes from the
German iris, I. germanica, the purple flags that crowd banks and driveways of oId
country places the first part of May. We have trled for Jrears to fild a rhizome, the
memory of that scent stays r"rj-th us, and we want to operience it again anci again.

Heralding the long iris season jn late Februaz'y or early March is the bulbous yeJ-low
danforrliae, I. reticulata (purple), md the blue Cantab so fragrant w:ith their strong
violet scent - very welcome.

As spring moves along we have the Miniature, D,rrarf, and Standard D,rarf - each has its
oun pleasant or sometjmes unpleasant fragrance.... some have none. Ttre utajority &rpIi-
cate frrrit aromas and other flower fragrances.

Many claim that irls perfurne belongs to the TB blues: rSo Sweett, rBlue VaILeyt,
tChivalryt, tVlolet Harrnonyt, tsapphire Seat and tslnnphonytto name a few. Al-1 have
jrcredibly fine fragrance.

The trye of perfume is certainly handed down with other hereditary characteristi-cs;
The grape perfume goes r,rith the deep red-purple flowers. Often perfime becomes very
faint or dlsappears altogether as the line recedes from the ori-ginal strongly fragrant
plant. Should two of these original species be crossed we would have a thj-rd t;rpe of
perfume, caused by the combination of the two.

In the book The Fragrant Year by Helen Van Pelt WiJ-son and Lonnie BeIL, we read. ttthe

fal1 bloomer tBlack Magict is redondent of anlse and Zebra I. pallida variegata, has
a svreetness that no other has.rt

0f the thousands of narned. clones almost every one has a charaeteristj-c odor, but the
best way to find rarhat you like is to visit an iris garden at peak bloom, especlally
in the even5ng. Stand. and let the breeze bring you the mixed fragrances, blended into
one deli-ghtful but unforgettable $Ie11"

If your irises multiply beyond tJre scope of your garden, something delightful can be

done with them:
In August remove all roots and leaves and pare, s1ice, and dry the

rhizomes in fuII sun or bury i:r a pan of clean sand and keep in a slow oven overnight.
The resulting chi-ps can be ground io coarse powder for orris, or added as is, to dry
potpourri- for fixative.

fragrance develops after about two months
f].owef s r

and varies accordfurg to the scent ofThe
the

aa,-.$r',rGr

THE SPECIES - IRIS rr,RSICOLOR

vrhich blends beautifully with the .flowers r E M. D-rval1


